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ACTION NEA-01 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-01 INR-01 INRE-00 NEAE-00 /004 W 

004403 

O R 071520Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9942 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
USINT BAGHDAD 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 BEIRUT 4089 

USIA FOR IOP/M, IPS, IBS, INA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PFOR, XF, LE 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION: AMBASSADOR BROWN ACTIVITIES 

1 . SUMMARY. EXTENSIVE BEIRUT BEIRUT PRESS COVERAGE FOCUSES 
ON AMBASSADOR BROWN'S MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT FRANJIEH 
AND OTHER CHRISTIAN LEADERS. APERS OF ALL SHADES 

MAKE IT CLEAR CHRISTIANS WERE DISAPPOINTED THAT BROWN 
WAS SUBMITTING "ADVICE AND GUIDANCE" ONLY AND NOT 
SOLUTIONS. ONE PAPER CRRIES ERRONEOUS REPORT THAT 
BROWN SAID U.S. IS READY TO HELP LEBANON MILITARILY 
AND EMBASSY WILL DENY THIS AS QUESTIONS ARISE. SOME 
PAPERS REITERATING YESTERDAY'S REPORT THAT JUMBLATT 
TOLD LEFTIST LEADERS AMBASSADOR INFORMED HIM U.S. 

HAS DESIGNATED SYRIA TO SETTLE LEBANESE CRISIS 
POLITICALLY, NOT BY MILITARY INTERVENTION. PRO- 
SYRIAN MEDIAA CONTINUE TO ATTACK JUMBLATT AND 
BROWN. END SUMMARY. 

2. DESCRIBING AMBASSADOR BROWN'S MEETINGS WITH 
MARONITE LEADERS, LEFTIST. PRO-PLO "AL MOHARRIR" 
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BROWN DID NOT CARRY WITH HIM FROM WASHINGTON NECTAR 
THEY WERE EXPECTING. BROWN REITERATED TO LEADERS 
OF ALLIANCE THAT SOLUTION CAN COME ONLY THROUGH 
LEBANESE THEMSELVES, HIS MISSION IN LEBANON IS 
LIMITED AND Cl F AR AND THAT HE IS SUBMITTING 
PROPOSALS, NOT SOLUTIONS .. .MARONITE LEADERS WERE 
HOPING BROWN WOULD BRING WITH HIM AMERICAN BLANKET 
AUTHORITY FOR DAMASCUS TO INTERVENE MILITARILY 
ON LARGER SCALE THAN NOW TO IMPOSE CANDIDATE OF 
ITS OWN AND MARONITES' CHOICE... SOURCES AT MEETING 
SAID RETURN OF AMERICAN ENVOY TO BEIRUT EMPTY- 
HANDED HAS EMBARRASSED FIGHTING MARONITE LEADERS 
AND THEY FEAR THEY WILL LOSE THEIR BET ON EXPECTED 
ASSISTANCE." 

3. LEADING INDEPENDENT "AN NAHAR" REPORTS: ZOUK 
SUMMIT DID NOT HIDE ITS APPREHENSIONS OVER RESULTS 
OF TALKS IT HELD WITH MR. BROWN WHO DID NOT CARRY. 
ACCORDING TO PRESIDENT CHAMOUN AND PIERRE GEMAYEL, 
ANYTHING BUT ADVICE AND GUIDANCE... WITH MONEY FOR 
NEXT PRESIDENT... THEN ZOUK CIRCLES WONDERED HOPE- 
FULLY WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE THAT MR. BROWN DOES 
NOT WANT TO REVEAL HIS CARDS NOW AND THAT 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT ONLY WANTS TO UNCOVER ITS 
CARDS TO NEXT PRESIDENT SO THAT AGREEMENT CAN BE 
REACHED WITH HIM ON STEPS TO BE TAKEN REGARDING 
LEBANESE SITUATION AS A WHOLE.” 

4. INDEPENDENT "I .'ORIENT-! .E JOUR" REPORTS: 

PRESIDENCY CIRCLES AND CIRCLES OF LEBANESE FRONT 
PROVIDED FOLLOWING ON MEETINGS OF ZOUK: AMERICAN 
ENVOY STATED U.S. IS READY TO HELP LEBANON 
ECONOMICALLY AND MILITARILY IF SUCH REQUEST IS 
SUBMITTED TO U.S. WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF SECURITY 
ARRANGEMENT WHICH WILL BE CONTEMPLATED. HE ADDED, 
HOWEVER, THAT U.S. CAN DO NOTHING BEFORE ELECTION OF 
NEW (LEBANESE) PRESIDENT... HE ALSO SAID PRESIDENT 
FORD IS FOLLOWING LEBANESE DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY 
AND THAT FORD WARNS ABOUT DANGER OF MIDEAST WAR 
RESULTING FROM LEBANESE CRISIS. PRESIDENT CHAMOUN 
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SAID 'IF SITUATION REMAINS AS IT IS, WE SHALL HAVE 
NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO RESORT TO U.N.'... CHAMOUN REFUSED 
TO ANSWER QUESTION AS TO WHETHER PARTICIPANTS IN 
MEETING HAD SOLICITED AMERICAN SUPORT FOR LEBANESE 
REQUEST TO PUT LEBANESE CRISIS BEFORE U.N. 

5. CONSERVATIVE "AL ANWAR" REPORTS: PREPARATION 
FOR ELECTING NEW PRESIDENT.. .WAS SUBJECT OF MEETING 
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HELD BY AMERICAN ENVOY YESTERDAY WITH MARONITE 
LEADERS. ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NOT FULL 
AGREEMENT ON VIEWPOINTS, THERE WAS COMPLETE 
UNDERSTANDING ON GOING AHEAD WITH POLITICAL 
SETTLEMENT THROUGH SYRIAN INTIAPVE PROVIDED 
THERE WILL BE AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
BACKING IN STAGE FOLLOWING ELECTION. 

6. FALANGE ORGAN "AL AMAL" COMMENTS: THOSE INFORMED 
ABOUT DISCUSSIONS THAT TOOK PLACE IN ZOUK PALACE 
EMERGED WITH IMPRESSION WHICH AT BEST CAN BE DESCRIBED 
AS EXTREMELY PESSIMISTIC... ZOUK MEETING SOURCES STATE 
MR. BROWN DID NOT PRESENT ANY PROPOSALS, EVEN IN 
PRINCIPLE, TO EMERGE EVEN PARTIALLY FROM CRISIS. 

HE CONFINED HIMSELF TO PRESENTING SOME POLITICAL 
ADVICE AND GUIDANCE THAT LEBANESE LEADERS GIVE 
CONCESSIONS WHICH, IF ACCEPTED, WOULD CREATE A 
CLEAR IMBALANCE IN LEBANESE STRUCTURE... MR. BROWN 
FOCUSED IN MOST OF HIS DISCUSSIONS ON HUMANITARIAN 
AND EMOTIONAL ASPECT, ANNOUCNING NECESSITY OF 
WORKING BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE TO REACH AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN COMBATANTS ON DISCONTINUING SHELLING OF 
RESIDENTIAL AREAS. IT WAS NOTED THAT AMERICAN ENVOY 
CARRIED IDEAS WITH HIM REGARDING PROVISIONAL SECURITY 
WHICH WERE VERY CLOSE TO IDEAS OF COMBATING LEFTIST 
PARTY. THIS PROMPTED MARONITE LEADERS TO CONFRONT 
MR. BROWN WITH.. .THEIR READINESS 
TO FACE ANY LOCAL POLITICAL AND MILITARY FORCE TO 
EXTENT OF DECLARING CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AND REFERRING 
LEBANESE CAUSE, WITH ALL ITS DIMENSIONS, TO WHOLE 
WORLD. LEBANESE LEADERS MADE AMERICAN ENVOY UNDER- 
STAND THAT NO PARTY CAN CHANGE EXISTING POLITICAL 
BALANCE BY MILITARY FORCE AND OTHER PARTY, WHICH IS 
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CONSIDERING THIS, SHOULD GIVE UP THIS IDEA. STATEMENT 
MADE BY CHAMOUN AND GEMAYEL EMPHASIZED CLEARLY THAT 
CASE IS NOT ONE OF GUIDANCE AND ADVICE AND THAT 
PREACHING DOES NOT HELP IN QUENCHING FIRE IN LEBANON." 
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ACTION NEA-01 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-01 INR-01 INRE-00 NEAE-00 /004 W 

004543 

O R 071520Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9943 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
USINT BAGHDAD 

UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 2 BEIRUT 4089 

7. IN REPORT SIMILAR TO THAT ALREADY CARRIED BY MOST 
PAPERS YESTERDAY, LEFTIST "AL MOHARRIR" REPORTS: 
"JUMBLATT DECLARED IN MEETING OF PROGRESSIVE AND 
NATIONALIST FORCES YESTERDAY THAT BROWN INFORMED 
HIM THAT U.S. DESIGNATED SYRIA TO SETTLE LEBANESE 
CRISIS POLITICALLY AND NOT BY MILITARY INTERVENTION." 

8. CONTINUING SYRIAN-INSPRIED MEDIA ATTACKS ON 
JUMBLATT AND AMBASSADOR BROWN, PRO-SYRIAN "AS SHARQ" 
COMMENTS: WAS PLAY WRITTEN BY JUMOBLATT, WHOSE 

ACTORS WERE EDDE AND SULEIMAN AL ALI PART OF 
PLANNING DRAWN UP BY BROWN FOR JUMBLATT? OR DID 
THEY BOTH DESIGN IT FOR EDDE ON BASIS OF AMERICAN 
CONFIDENCE IN EDDE'S DESIRE TO CONTAIN PALESTINIAN 
RESISTANCE THROUGH STATIONING OF UNITS AT LEBANESE 
BORDER?" 

9. COMMENT: AS QUESTIONS ARISE, EMBASSY WILL DENY 
ERRONEOUS REPORT IN"L'OREINT-LE JOUR" THAT AMBASSADOR 
BROWN MADE AN OFFER OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO 
LEBANON. 

BROWN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 04089 02 OF 02 071752Z 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, REPRESENTATIONAL ACTIVITIES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 MAY 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BEIRUT04089 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 76-1 075 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760582/aaaacrsm.tel 

Line Count: 218 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: schwenja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 JUL 2004 by wolfsd>; APPROVED <21 SEP 2004 by schwenja> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MEDIA REACTION: AMBASSADOR BROWN ACTIVITIES 
TAGS: SOPN, PFOR, XF, LE, (BROWN, L DEAN) 

To: USIA STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



